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February 4, 2010

The Honorable Frank R. Lautenberg

Chairman, Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics and Environmental Health
Committee on Environment and Public Works

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable James Inhofe

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics and Environmental Health
Committee on Environment and Public Works

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Lautenberg and Ranking Member Inhofe:

The Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works’ Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics
and Environmental Health is scheduled to hear testimony from several witnesses on February 4,
2010 concerning the state of the science and public health aspects of human biomonitoring. The
American Chemistry Council (ACC), a national trade association representing 140 member
companies and 800,000 workers, requests that this letter, containing ACC’s perspectives on this
important topic, be entered into the record of the subcommittee’s hearing.

ACC and its members welcome Congress’ review of the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)
and the measures that might be taken to modernize the statute. One of the cornerstones of
modernizing TSCA is the principle that we must harness advances made in science and
technology over the past three decades to develop a comprehensive law that puts the safety of the
American consumer first, while promoting the innovation that will lead to the development of
essential new chemical products and new high-paying American jobs. Human biomonitoring is
one such powerful, advanced technology.

As part of daily life, our bodies naturally absorb substances from our environments. These
substances include essential nutrients, trace minerals and elements from our diets and water, as
well as man-made substances. Today, because of tremendous technological advances in
analytical chemistry, biomonitoring now allows researchers to detect and measure exceedingly
low levels of natural and man-made substances in blood, urine, breast milk or other media. But
as the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) has stated in their landmark publication, Human
Biomonitoring for Environmental Chemicals (NAS 2006), “[O]ur technical ability to generate
new biomonitoring data has essentially exceeded our ability to interpret them. Thus, it has
become easier to measure chemicals or their metabolites in the body than to interpret or
communicate the findings.”
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