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By the end of the year agreement 
could be reached on the main 
elements of a new EU regulatory 
regime for biocides, putting it on 
course for adoption next year. At 
the Informa Chemical Industries 
Regulations meeting in Lyon earlier 
this month, representatives of the 
European Commission, Council 
and Parliament outlined the key 
issues as the proposed biocides 
Regulation enters an important 
stage in its development. Emma 
Chynoweth reports.

Speaking at the conference, Robin Foster 
of the UK Health and Safety Executive’s 
international chemicals unit told delegates 
that the aim of the regulators is to balance 
the risks inherent in the use of biocides with 
their benefits. That job is not easy, he added, 
but for the first time an EU Regulation 

would contain the criteria necessary to make 
that judgement. Whatever the final wording, 
“it is really good that these issues are isolated, 
so that there is transparency on what we are 
trying to do on behalf of society.”

The proposed Regulation, which currently 
states that it would apply from 1 January 
2013, is scheduled to receive its first reading 
in Parliament during Plenary on 22 
September. The Belgian Presidency of the EU 
hopes that a “political agreement” on the 
dossier – where the Member States reach 
broad agreement on its main aspects – will be 
reached at December’s Environment Council.

MEP Julie Girling, shadow rapporteur for 
the biocides dossier, told delegates that voting 
is likely to reflect the closeness of the 
Environment Committee (ENVI) vote this 
summer – which was very tight across the 
board (8  CW 22 June 2010 ). She said MEPs 
are chiefly concerned by the scope of the 

Regulation, the way articles treated with 
biocides should be controlled, the authorisation 
procedure for biocidal products, and the 
criteria for classification of active substances 
which should be candidates for substitution. 

Centralised authorisation
If centralised authorisation could be carried 
out efficiently, said Ms Girling, it would have a 
huge effect on industry, especially SMEs, and 
would be another step towards the single 
market – which many MEPs strongly support. 
But she reminded delegates that some Member 
States are concerned about subsidiarity, and 
want to keep as much power as they can. She 
also said that there are conflicting views 
regarding the role the European Chemicals 
Agency (ECHA) should have in authorisation. 

Mr Foster described centralised 
authorisation as one of the most important 
potential improvements in the regulatory 
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European business briefing

EU debate enters crucial 
stage on biocides

Efforts to reform the EU’s legislation on the approval of biocidal actives and products enter a key phase this autumn.
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REACH & CLP Troubleshooting Clinic 
London, 19 October 2010

Full details at: 
www.chemicalwatch.com/clinic
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		  1. yes, please set up an Standard Annual Subscription to Chemical Watch*  
			   Price less 10% discount (select currency): o £1080 £972 GBP  o€1415 €1273 EUR o$1760 $1584 USD

		  2. As well as my subscription, please send me a PDF copy of Managing CLP Compliance: The  
			   Essentials for Business at half the normal price o £205  £102 GBP  o€237  €118 EUR  
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Q Weekly email alerts with web 
links to further information  
Q News, analysis and advance 
warning of policy/legislation  
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Managing CLP  
compliance

The essentials for business

A Chemical Watch report

www.chemicalwatch.com

                               Don’t miss 
       our CLP webinar   
              – a companion to  
          this report

          l See page 3
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