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�is summer, the US, Canadian and 
Mexican governments signed a pact to each 
take action towards improving the knowledge 
and management of risks posed by chemicals 
on their markets  Chemical Watch  
22 August 2007.

For the USA and Canada, this will mean 
substantially extending existing semi-
voluntary programmes of chemical 
assessment from screening high production 
volume (HPV) chemicals to covering 
medium production volume (MPV) 
substances by 2012. 

For Mexico, it will mean building 
foundations to manage and disseminate 
information on chemical risks. All three 
countries have pledged to put national 
chemical inventories in place by 2020.

�e pact is intended as a response to a 
commitment – made by world governments 
at the Johannesburg summit on sustainable 
development in 2002 – to put in place 
measures by 2020 to minimise the adverse 
effects of man-made chemicals on health and 
the environment. �e EU’s much more 
ambitious response to the same goal is the 
REACH Regulation.

Despite the differences, there is room for 
the two regimes to work together, 
according to Charles Auer, director of the 
US Environmental Protection Agency’s 
office of pollution prevention and toxics. 
Following a recent tour to talk with 
chemicals policy-makers in Brussels, Paris 
and London, he told Chemical Watch that 
he felt there were three potential areas for 
cooperation:

 Data collected through the US and 
Canadian hazard assessment programmes by 
2012 would be available in time for REACH 

registration deadlines for the majority of 
substances;

 Data collected for REACH registration 
could be submitted for the North American 
programmes. Mr Auer acknowledges, 
however, that any such data sharing will be a 
matter of commercial judgement for 
companies.

 EU officials and companies could benefit 
from the US and Canadian experience with 
alternative testing regimes, which REACH 
aims to promote in order to minimise 
animal testing. 

“�e USA has the best experience in the 
world on assessing structure-activity 
relationships,” Mr Auer said, “and so has 
Canada”.

Mr Auer says the USA’s experience with its 
HPV chemicals assessment programme is 
that industry is now willing to play its part 
in submitting hazard data. “Our experience 
is to get as much voluntary work done as 
possible, then use the regulatory process. 
�is has proven to be successful. Only 300 
out of 2,400 chemicals were not supported 
voluntarily.”  North American firms “do not 
work in the same way as they did 25 years 
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