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Our Mission...

To provide businesses with the information they need 
to manage chemical risks responsibly
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 Online real time news ☺€
 Weekly news email alert ☺
 Monthly briefing - analysis, discussion €

 Dr REACH ☺; Legal Spotlight ☺; Guest Column 
(Various)

 Events ☺
 Toolkit

 REACH Directory☺ REACH library☺ REACH 
Consortia list☺

 Jobs ☺
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Issues
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A broader agenda
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 Emerging science
 New products - nanomaterials
 NGO campaigns
 Societal expectations
 Vulnerable groups
 Corporate social responsibility
 Trailblazers
 Investor concern
 Liability
 Johannesburg goal

http://chemicalwatch.com/


ChemicalWatch.com

Actors
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Current issues
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A selection of the top issues we get asked about:

 Rules for importers 
– only representatives, substances in articles,
 REACH-IT
- is it ready? Is it safe? Bulk submission
 Pre-registration
- What happens if suppliers do not pre-register in time?
 Monomers in polymers
- How? What? When? Who?
 Exemptions
- Do I have to?
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Current issues continued...
 Consortia
- Which ones? What are the rules? What are the costs? Anti-competitive?
 Retailers’ obligations
- What do we have to do? How soon?
 Candidate list
- How long? When? What’s on it? What about the “SIN List”?
 ROW (Rest of World)
- How are other governments, non-EU firms reacting? RoHS precedent
 Enforcement
- Resources, awareness, whistle-blowing
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How do other countries see REACH?
- The RoHS effect – China, Japan, South Korea, India 

keen not to make same mistakes again,3-400 at REACH 
conferences

- Anxiety and hostility – the US view: REACH is 
“overburdensome”, will not work, ECHA will not cope, but 
 multinationals are getting on with it

- World Trade Organization (WTO) – REACH is the 
biggest issue in the history of the TBT committee

- Others disagree – South Korea at HICCS 2008 said the 
EU has gone out of its way to notify the world about 
REACH, it is not a TBT.
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REACH

Is it over or just beginning?
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Companies that have invested in REACH
 Rolls Royce
 Johnson Matthey
 Du Pont
 SABIC
 Lego
 Boots
 Dow Europe
 L’Oreal
 Fujifilm
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Others that have invested in REACH

 Trade associations worldwide
 Helpdesks, service providers, consortia

 National authorities worldwide
 National regulators worldwide
 EU institutions
 IT firms worldwide
 Consultancies worldwide
 NGOs worldwide
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Enforcement (1)

Responsibility and control over enforcement of 
REACH lies with national authorities (hence the 
need for registration by individual legal entities)

- Mixture of approaches being taken according to 
jurisdictional precedent, culture, etc.

- Criminal and civil law sanctions
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Enforcement (2)

- Dutch system: sliding scale of penalties – light to 
severe assigned to each REACH article

- Pragmatic approach – awareness visits, roadshows, 
“soft enforcement” - at least initially, more severe 
later
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ECHA enforcement forum

- First meeting last year, another earlier this year, 
next meeting in December 08

- Activities under way in all Member States

- Working groups established 
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ECHA enforcement forum
WG1 – Annex XVII (changes to restrictions), report in 

September
WG2 – Inventory of data authorities will require from 

REACH-IT, initial report prepared
WG3 – Harmonisation of enforcement strategies – 

prioritisation, minimum criteria
WG4 – Enforcement guidance for inspectors
WG5 – Art 117, common framework for Member States' 5-

yearly reports on enforcement of REACH
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Other types of enforcement

- supply chain contracts

- whistle blowing – by competitors, customers, 
NGOs

- cultural – eg. Trade association pressure

- consumer 'right to know'
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ChemSec SIN List 1.0
- 263 chemicals

 226 CMRs
 17 PBTs
 30 of equivalent concern
 eg. bisphenol A, formaldehyde, PFOA, styrene, 

triclosan
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ChemSec SIN List
 Aims
 - to put pressure on authorities to expand official 

REACH candidate list
 - to provide companies with predictability
 - to offer a tool to consumers
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